Year 11 Guidance booklet for PPEs
Information and Support for Students and Parents/Carers
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Dear Year, 11 Students and Parents,
Year 11 PPE’s two-week window will start shortly. It is important that Year 11 use the coming weeks to prepare and revise for these exams. Shortly, students will be sent their individual exam timetables, and we urge all students and staff to take these very seriously. The attendance of the exams is vital as it will inform staff and students on the relevant next steps as we build our way towards the summer GCSE exams. 

Please note, following this PPE series we will be having a mock results giving, to replicate what will happen in August 2026 for students. Additionally, in the first week back in January we will be hosting 1-1 Academic Review meetings with students and parent/carers to evaluate the November Mocks.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have any further questions or need additional support. We are here to work together to ensure that every student has the resources and guidance they need to achieve their full potential.

How can parent/carers help?

•
Be aware of the PPE Timetable

•
Ensure 100% attendance to school throughout the year

•
Ensure your child has all the resources needed for school and the exams. Including, pencil case, scientific calculator, revision books etc

•
Support your child in making sure they are dedicating independent time to studying

•
Encourage your child to attend after school ‘Up Grade’ sessions

•
Attend all school events that help inform you on their progress

•
Attend the Year 11 Revision Evening 14th October 2025 – Please sign up using the link below

Within this guide you will find information for most the GCSE subjects. Each page will give students revision tips, insight into the exam and direction to what to study.
Once again, thank you for your continued partnership. Together, we can help our students feel confident and ready as they approach their exams.

We very much look forward to welcoming you to the event. Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via the school office.

Yours faithfully, 

Gary Chapman 

Deputy Head
	GCSE ART: FINE ART

	Head of Faculty contact email: 4179dp@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:          AQA        8202 Art

	PPE exam length(s) and papers

The final exam (ESA) is 10 hours, sketchbooks and designs of their final ideas need to be ready to use.

This consists of 2 full days in the art rooms – breaks and lunch as usual.

	Topics to be covered in the PPE

 

You will be given an exam guide to assist with planning the 10 hours, and relevant information on development and final pieces.

The art teacher will have resources for the PPE in clay media and or 2D media if you prefer. This depends on the development of designs and preparation before the exam.

You will need to let the Art teacher know whether you are working in 2D or 3D the week before the exam date.  Students will gain the majority of marks from the preparation time.  All journals must be handed in on the day of the exam.  Students will have access to these to guide making.

 

 

	Glossary - individual to each student. 

 Assessment Objectives: AO1 Develop,  AO2 Refine, AO3 Record & AO4 Present.

 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation

No revision required - sketch book preparation including artist studies, experiments, designs and personal comments are essential

Prep work guidance in the shared area


	COMPUTER SCIENCE

	Department contact email:  sarah.broughton

	Examination Board / Syllabus: OCR Computer Science J277

	PPE exam length(s) and papers 
J277/01 Computer Systems – 1:30 – 80 marks
J277/02 Computational thinking, algorithms, and programming – 1:30 – 80 marks

	Topics to be covered in the PPE

 Paper 1:
· Data representation including Binary, Hexadecimal, and character sets
· Networks including protocols, threats, client server and LANs
· Storage including primary, secondary, and virtual
· Software including application, utility, and open source
· Ethical, Legal, and moral
· Embedded systems
Paper 2:
· Low- and high-level languages and IDEs
· Variables, arrays, errors, testing, validation, data types, concatenation, functions
· Pseudocode 
· Algorithms
· Sorting
· Logic gates and truth tables
· Python
· Constructs
· SQL


	Glossary
Computer System
Combination of hardware and software; 
Binary
Discrete Numbering System. Signifies voltage/current/electricity on or off. Allows for digital processing.
Data
Raw facts and figures. No context or processing.
Information
Data that has been processed.
Hexadecimal
Numbers are displayed in a more compact way than in binary.
Algorithm
A series of instructions that solve a problem in a finite number of steps. 
Boolean
A variable data type which can be set to either true or false.
Integer
A variable data type which is a whole number.
Character
A variable data type which is either a letter, number, or symbol. The number has no value.
String
A variable data type. A series of characters. Cannot perform a calculation on a number stored as a string. It must be converted to an integer or real value.
Date
Some languages have a date data type, or the day, month and year could each be stored as separate integer or string values
Character Set
All the characters can be represented by the computer system. There are many different character set standards such as ASCII and Unicode.
Array / List
A group of variables of the same data type stored under one identifier. Each variable is given an index number referred to in the array.
ASCII
ASCII is a 7-bit character set. 128 characters represent English alphabet. Characters of many
other alphabets (accept languages) cannot be represented.
UNICODE
Unicode has a much larger character set (16 bits) and can represent many more characters/characters from all alphabets.
CPU
Performs processing on a computer. Fetches instructions from memory. Fetches data from memory. Decodes instructions. Executes instructions.
Performance can be improved through:
number of cores
clock speed/number of cycles
word size
architecture of the CPU
type of cache memory
CPU processing of instructions
The instructions are held in memory
The processor fetches an instruction from memory
The processor decodes the instruction
The processor executes the instruction
The result may be stored back into memory
The process is repeated continuously
Clock Speed
Instructions are fetched from memory. Decoded and Executed by the processor. The speed at which this cycle happens is the clock speed of the CPU. A higher clock speed means more instructions can be executed at the same time.
Dual Core CPU
Two cores may be able to process two instructions in parallel. 
Cache Memory
Superfast memory. Frequently used instructions/data are pre-loaded into cache which is faster to access than RAM. Reduces the time to fetch data/instructions;
Secondary Storage
A storage device other than RAM. Eg hard disk, solid state USB drive.
Magnetic Storage
Hard disk drive. Stores binary on a magnetised disc as series of magnetised/demagnetised areas which represent 0 or a 1. Unsuitable for mobile devices due to moving parts, slower data transfer times, less robust, larger in size and uses more power than solid state. 
Solid State Storage
Storage device with no moving parts. Used in Smart Phones/Tablet. Faster access than other storage mediums. Less power consumption. Robust is unlike magnetic drives.
Optical Storage
CD-R/DVD-R. Device read by a laser. Once data written cannot be altered on the device.
Laser into the correct position over the CD. CD is spun to ensure all data can be read. The laser is shone on to the disk. The laser is reflected off disc. Bumps and Pits on disk change reflectivity of laser. This represents 1s and 0s of data. 
RAM
Internal memory. A large amount of RAM enables more instructions/programs to be loaded from secondary storage into RAM so they can be executed by the processor. Volatile.
ROM
Internal memory. Stores bootstrapping instructions that allow device to boot up and search or OS. Non-volatile.
Virtual Memory
When a computer system has insufficient memory the backing store (HDD) is used as temporary RAM. When the main memory is limited, it allows the computer to run more software/multitask. 
Function
Block of code. Always returns a value. Procedures do not return a value. Allows reusability through parameters. Reduced lines of code required. They can be tested in isolation and only require testing once. Easily updated. Easier to read. Reduced chances of errors.
Parameter
Value sent to a Function/Procedure
External software sources/Software libraries
Blocks of pre-written/pre-tested code that can be used in programs. Saves programming time. Allows more professional looking input screens. Allows access to advanced validation code. May reduce the security of the site. External code may not be well documented. Limited by what the external source of code offers.
Bitmap Image
Image is represented as a sequence of pixels. Each pixel represents a colour. 1 bit per pixel – B&W image. 1 byte per pixel 256 different colours available.
Quality of bitmap image depends on number of pixels used to make up image.
Digitised Sound Sampling
A microphone picks up sound waves converted from an analogue signal into a digital signal. Multiple values at specific points on sound wave (sample rate) are converted to a binary number and stored as a file
Network
Two or more computers that have been connected. Can communicate with one another.
Advantages of connecting to a Network
Enables users to work from multiple physical locations.
Hardware resources to be shared between computers eg printer
Creates more resilient systems (than when you are reliant on just one computer)
Access to web services and monitoring of web traffic
Easier monitoring of all users.
Centralised back-up is possible.
Disadvantages of connecting to a Network
Additional hardware is required.
Introduces potential security risks eg viruses, hacking
Additional support costs
Certain hardware failures (e.g., main server or switch/router) could impact other devices
Network Topology
Method of connecting a group of devices together in a particular structure.
Bus
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One faulty device/connection means the network can fail.
Connections are shared between all devices, so they are not secure.
Data has potentially to travel through many devices before reaching its
destination
Star
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It allows each client to use full transmission over the network
No data collisions
Easy to connect new devices
The failure of one client will not affect the others 
Packets are only sent to intended device;
Protocol
An agreed method of communication. Set of rules that govern communication.
Syntax Error
Errors that occur during the execution of a program due to mistakes. Breaks rules of language. Picked up early in development. Easy to locate and fix. IDE will often identify. Prevent code from executing until fixed.
Run Time Error
Written as syntactically correct code.
May only appear late (or never) in testing.
IDE tools will help to identify syntax errors but are less useful in identifying run-time errors.
Will cause a running program to crash.
Run-time errors may not occur every time the program is run
Logic Error
Code will execute but will not perform desired outcome.
Can be difficult to detect because code will execute.
Can often be missed due to ineffective testing. The error only occurs very infrequently. Action taken after testing was incorrect. New software updates may introduce new logic errors. Code can be overly complex. 
Methods to spot and reduce errors in code
Built in functions in IDE will include.
Watch/Variable table
Breakpoint; 
Step through 
Syntax colouring
Automatic Code completion
Waterfall Method
Methodology of software development.
Analysis, Design, Implementation, Testing, Evaluation
Each phase is clearly separated, inflexible, difficult to go back a step if needed.
Spiral Method
Methodology of software development.
More client consultation, ability to return and fix problems.
Involves prototyping during design and implementation phase.
Agile Method
Methodology of software development.
Regular testing, faster development, difficult to develop large software using this method
Prototyping
Advantages
Enable the system to be reviewed by the user during development.
May provide a final system that is better suited to the user's needs.
Will detect incorrect features earlier than other models.
Enable the developers to gain an early insight into how the system could be developed.
Disadvantages
Prototypes can be converted to final code that is hard to maintain. 
Prototypes can be converted to final code of lower quality than a properly analysed solution.
Unit Testing
Performed by the programmer as they are developing the program. They test the correctness of small blocks of code in isolation.
Integration Testing
Performed when all different parts of code, such as functions or modules, are complete. This tests whether the units of code work together correctly. 
System Testing
Takes place after the code has been individually tested and is done without having to have any knowledge of the code itself (black box testing). This tests that the entire system functions correctly.
Test Data
Data that is used to test a new system. Is it either Normal, Extreme or Erroneous?
Normal Test Data
Test data that falls within the bounds of the validation rules
Extreme Test Data
Test data that is at the upper or lower limit of the validation rules – e.g. A Number between 1-10 would be either 1 or 10.
Erroneous Test Data
Test data that will force an error on a validation rule. It is purposely incorrect.
Database
An organised collection of data items
Relational Database
A database with 2 or more tables that are linked via primary and foreign keys,
Primary Key
Unique identifier within a table that identifies a record. Eg. Candidate Number
Foreign Key
A primary key in one table that exists within another table. Used to link tables together.
Advantages Social Networks
Data could be stored outside of the country so (possibly) free from censorship.
Allows other media to be shared along with text such as videos and photos to keep people more informed of important global events.
Allows communication to many recipients simultaneously thus speeding up communication.
It is potential to allow anyone interested to see information and so potentially increase the speed of the spread of information.
 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation

https://www.youtube.com/@craigndave/playlists?view=50&sort=dd&shelf_id=2
https://www.w3schools.com/python/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/a1ce4570-6e27-11e8-af4b-35cf52f905c2/section/65ac2e24-3b57-4598-b4dc-01e04eddee1b/session



	GCSE ART & DESIGN: 3D DESIGN

	Head of Faculty contact email: 4179im@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:          AQA        8205 3D Design

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
The final exam, to be sat in April (ESA) consists of 10 hours practical time over two days, sketchbooks and designs of their final ideas, which need to be ready to use in the examination.

The PPE exam will consist of a 5-hour, one full day in the Workshop- breaks and lunch as usual. This will allow students to experience what can be achieved in that time, with a practical focus.



	Topics to be covered in the PPE
Students will complete a time plan guide to assist with planning of the 5 hours, and relevant information on development and final pieces during the lessons prior to the PPE practical time.

You will need to let the teacher know what materials you are planning to use at least a week before the exam date.  The modelling and product making will be used to support the current NEA Lighting/Natural Forms project.

 

	Glossary - individual to each student. 
Assessment Objectives: AO1 Develop, AO2 Refine, AO3 Record & AO4 Present.
 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
No revision required - sketch book preparation including artist studies, experiments, designs and personal comments are essential, students have been working on their lighting/natural forms project.

 


	GCSE BUSINESS

	Subject contact email: 4179aw@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:          Edexcel        1BSO Business (2017)

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
1BS0/01 Investigating small business – 1:450 – 90 marks

1BS0/02 Building a business – 1:45 – 90 marks


	Topics to be covered in the PPE

Theme 1 (Paper 1) Examined in November and March
· Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship

· Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity

· Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice

· Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
· Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business 

Theme 2 (Paper 2) Examined in March
· Topic 2.1 Growing the business
· Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
· Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions
· Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions
· Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions
Each paper is divided into three sections: 
Section A: 35 marks 
Section B: 30 marks 
Section C: 25 marks. 
The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing questions. Questions in Sections B and C will be based on business contexts given in the paper. Calculators may be used in the examination. 

	Glossary – available on google classroom with all course matrial. 
Assessment Objectives: AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of business concepts and issues, AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of business concepts and issues to a variety of contexts, AO3 Analyse and evaluate business information and issues to demonstrate understanding of business activity, make judgements and draw conclusions.
 



	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
Google classroom contains all the resources from lessons as well as relevant links to BBC Bitesize, Bizconsesh, Knowledge Organizers for each topic and Tutor2U’s online course on how to revise. SENECA is also available

We also have CGP revision guides available to purchase form the subject teacher.

Revision Sessions are available every Monday in G9 between 15:00 and 16:00 


	GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

	Head of Department contact email: 4179jha@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus: 
AQA: 8700/1 and 8700/2

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1hour and 45 mins)

	Topics to be covered in the PPE:
LANGUAGE PAPER 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

Paper 1 focuses on reading and analysing a fiction text and then producing a piece of creative writing. You will need to show close reading skills and an ability to comment on language and structure effectively.

Question 1: Reading for inference

Question 2: Writers’ use of language for effects

Question 3: Writers’ use of Structure for interest

Question 4: Evaluation skills

Question 5: Narrative writing skills and or Descriptive writing skills

	Glossary Understanding key terms is essential for success. Here are some you’ll use often:
• Point, Evidence, Technique, Analysis, Link (PETAL)
• Ethos, Logos, Pathos – persuasive appeals
• Language techniques: adjectives, nouns, verbs, similes, personification, metaphors, etc.
• Structural techniques: opening, focus, shift in focus, zoom, complication, cliffhanger, flashback, etc.

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com)
GCSE English Language - BBC Bitesize
Mr Bruff - YouTube
CGP Revision guides


	GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

	Head of Department contact email: 4179jha@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:  AQA 8702/1
 

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (1 hour and 45 mins)

	Topics to be covered in the PPE
SHAKESPEARE PLAY: MACBETH
You will study key themes, characters and ideas in Macbeth. Be prepared to analyse extracts closely and connect them to the play as a whole.

Key themes and ideas to revise:
• Kingship
• Violence and death
• The supernatural
• Power and ambition
• Femininity and masculinity
• Fate and free will

19TH CENTURY NOVEL: A CHRISTMAS CAROL
You will explore how Dickens uses characters and themes to express his views on society. Understanding the context of Victorian Britain will help deepen your analysis.

Key themes and ideas to revise:
• Christmas
• Redemption and forgiveness
• Social injustice
• Greed
• Concept of time

	Glossary
• Language features and methods, structure
• Contexts: social, historical, cultural, literary
• Tragedy, fatal flaw, downfall, fate
• Themes: Justice, redemption, forgiveness

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com)
GCSE English Literature - BBC Bitesize
Shaftesbury Library: Revision guides

Mr Bruff - YouTube
Final Tips for Success
• Start revising early and plan regular, manageable sessions.
• Practise past papers under timed conditions.
• Learn key quotations for Literature and practise analysing them.
• Read exam questions carefully and plan before writing.
• Ask your teachers for help if you are unsure about anything.

Remember: consistent effort over time makes the biggest difference. Believe in yourself, stay organised, and make the most of the support available.


	GCSE FRENCH

	Head of Department contact email: 4179lw@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus: Edexcel

	PPE exam length(s) and papers:

Paper 1: Speaking Higher (prep time 14 mins + 16 mins exam time) 30 minutes

Paper 2: Listening and understanding - 1 hour

Paper 3: Reading and Understanding - 1 hour

Paper 4: Writing Exam - 1 hour 20 minutes

	Topics to be covered in the PPE:

My personal world

· Media; technology and use, TV + film, free time, sport

· Identity, family, friends, routines, role models, celebrations and food

Studying and my future
· Schools in France, subjects and opinions, school rules, school progress, what school used to be like.

· Languages

· Future plans

Lifestyle and well being

· Foods likes and dislikes, (un)healthy eating

· Mental health, illness and accidents

· Resolutions for a healthy lifestyle and lifestyle changes

Travel and accommodation

· Travel and accommodation choices, transport, things to do, world festivals

· Dream holidays 

My neighbourhood

· The environment, problems and solutions / new technologies, taking action

· Geography and climate

The way that the Listening and reading papers are designed means that;

· there will be some material that has yet to be taught in Year 11. However, this material has been covered lower down the school in Years 7 to 11. Just try your best to deal with the unknown- this is all part of learning a language!
· Also you will have to recognise taught language out of context. 
The writing exam

Question 1- 80-90 words in French.  Answering 4 bullet points; 

1. the present talking about what you generally do and don’t do

2. Give you opinion aspect on a point and developing your opinion

3. Describe what you have done in the past

4. Write about what you will do in the future

For PPE 1 can choose between either shopping or transport

Question 2- 130-150 words in French. Answering four bullet points;

1. the present talking about what you generally do and don’t do

2. The pros and cons of a particular aspect of the topic

3. Write a developed description of what you have done in the past

4. Write about what you will do in the future using the correct tense from close future, simple future or conditional.

For PPE 1 students can either choose either Healthy living or School
Qu. 3 is a translation from English to French. PPE 1 topic is Music

	Glossary

All students will be given a booklet with the core vocabulary for each sub section taught.

As we have worked through topics students have created their own vocab lists, including verb revision cards. 

You can also access the EDEXCEL vocabulary list by following this link: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation

Activelearn.com: Useful for Listening and Reading exercises, vocabulary practice and grammar drills. All students have access to this resource, if they are having issues they must contact Mrs Woods.

BBC Bitesize: Detailed Explanations of grammar points, as well as practice exercises

Duolingo: Anything to get you engaging with French is a must! 

Seneca: It has nice tutorials for grammar and how to develop your writing.

Revision after School Sessions: Sessions will run for French on a Friday week 1 and Monday week 2 after school. Open to all. 

Quizlet: Great for Vocabulary learning and competitive games! 

Students have a link to their class quizlet where resources have been posted;

https://quizlet.com/join/2B7ZPHpts?i=4ix2i9&x=1bqt 


	GCSE GEOGRAPHY

	Head of Department contact email:  4179rp@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus: AQA/8035

	PPE exam length(s) and papers

1 Hour 30 Mins

Full Paper 1

	Topics to be covered in the PPE

Hazards

Living World

UK Physical Landscape (Rivers and Coasts)

	Glossary
 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
CGP: Teams/Green Revision Guide

www.internetgeography.com


	GCSE HISTORY

	Head of Department contact email:  4179ka@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:

OCR/J411

	PPE exam length(s) and papers

1 Hour 45 Mins

Paper J411/12 – The People’s Health and The Elizabethans

	Topics to be covered in the PPE

Black Death

Gin Craze

Government action improving public health

Living Conditions – all time periods

Elizabethan Daily Life – Upper classes

Elizabeth’s relationship with her parliaments

The power Elizabeth really had

	Glossary
 Living Conditions/ Black Death/Gin Craze/Public Health/not effective/nobility/parliament

/power

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
CGP: Revision Guide

GCSE History - OCR B - BBC Bitesize


	GCSE HOSPITALITY & CATERING

	Head of Department contact email: 4179dp@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:       WJEC

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
The exam is 1 hour & 20 minutes – Your teacher will share a list prior to revision time which dictates the topics covered.

 

	Topics to be covered in the PPE
 
You will be given an exam guide to assist with planning in consultation with your teacher.

	Glossary – within knowledge organisers.
 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
BBC Bitesize

Knowledge organisers

CGP books

Teams resources & Google classroom.


	GCSE MATHS

	Head of Department contact email: office@mysnhs.net 

	Examination Board / Syllabus: Edexcel : 1MA1 (Foundation or Higher Tier)

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
Paper 1 – Non–Calculator, 1 Hour 30 Minutes

Paper 2 – Calculator, 1 Hour 30 Minutes

	Topics to be covered in the PPE
Number : Foundation 25%   Higher 15%

Algebra : Foundation 20%   Higher 30%

Ratio : Foundation 25%   Higher 20%

Geometry : Foundation 15%   Higher 20%

Probability and Statistics : Foundation 15%   Higher 15%

See Revision List with Sparx codes Year 11 PPE1 Revision List.xlsx 

Some of the topic areas have been set for homework on Sparx for the students to complete each week in the run up to the PPE exams. These are indicated on the Revision List.

	Glossary
Available on the following website: Maths Glossary (studymaths.co.uk)

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
 Sparx Maths
Maths Genie -Past Papers, Topic based revision and worked examples
Corbettmaths  5-A-Day (highly recommended by pupils!)
Dr Frost – Past Papers with videos attached to each question


	GCSE MEDIA STUDIES

	Head of Faculty contact email: 4179pd@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus: AQA  572/1: GCSE Media Studies Paper 1

	PPE exam length(s) and papers:

The November PPE consists of Paper 1 (of 2) lasting 1 hour 30 minutes

	Topics to be covered in the PPE:

The course covers 15 separate Close Study Products (CSPs) across a range of Media. 

In Paper 1, from the 15 CSPs students will need to analyse:

· An Unseen print advertisement

· The 1950s OMO advertisement

· Tatler Magazine

· Elements of the film industry in “I, Daniel Blake”

· The influence of Kim Kardashian and Marcus Rashford

	Assessment Objectives: AO1: Knowledge & Understanding, AO2: Analysis

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation:
Access to Google Classroom for Year 10 notes/assessments on topics

Revision materials distributed in lessons 




	GCSE MUSIC

	Head of Faculty contact email: 4179dp@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:          AQA        8271

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
The exam will last 1.5hrs and is based on the four Areas of Study. The set work questions will also be set for this paper.  The final examination is of the same length and format. Performance mocks will take place to help the students prepare for the final recording in January 2026. These will contribute to the PPE.

	Topics to be covered in the PPE
Students will be expected to know the musical elements and how to apply them to the set work and unfamiliar listening section of the examination. 

Students will only be expected to answer questions on the set works Beethoven Symphony No. 1, 1st Movt and the Queen songs Bohemian Rhapsody, Love of My Life and Seven Seas of Rhye. 

Students should be preparing for their performance recording by selecting the appropriate repertoire, and working on the accuracy and performance of the piece chosen. 

	Glossary - See learning guides provided in lessons.

 Assessment Objectives: AoS 1 Classical Music, AoS 2 Popular Music, AoS 3 Traditional Music, AoS 4 Changes to Western Classical Music. 
 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
Make use of the notes and provided material to prepare for the listening examination. Make use of the performance workbook to help prepare for the solo performance.


	GCSE ART: PHOTOGRAPHY

	Head of Faculty contact email: 4179dp@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:          AQA        8206 Photography

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
The final exam (ESA) is 10 hours, sketchbooks and final photographs need to be ready to use.

This consists of 2 full days in the ict and art rooms – breaks and lunch as usual.

	Topics to be covered in the PPE
 
You will be given an exam guide to assist with planning the 10 hours, and relevant information on development and final pieces.

The art teacher will have resources for the PPE in preferred media. This depends on the development of designs and preparation before the exam.

You will need to let the photography teacher know the media you intend on working in the week before the exam date.  Students will gain the majority of marks from the preparation time.  All journals must be handed in on the day of the exam.  Students will have access to these to guide making.

 

 

	Glossary - individual to each student. 
 Assessment Objectives: AO1 Develop,  AO2 Refine, AO3 Record & AO4 Present.
 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
No revision required - sketch book preparation including artist studies, experiments, designs and personal comments are essential

Prep work guidance in the shared area


	GCSE RE

	Teacher’s contact email:  4179wch@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:   AQA/8062

	PPE exam length(s) and papers

1 Hour 45 Mins

Paper 1: Christian Beliefs and Practices, Buddhist Beliefs and Practices. 

	Topics to be covered in the PPE

Christian Beliefs:

The nature of God

God as omnipotent, loving and just

The oneness of God and the Trinity

Different beliefs about the creation: Dominion and Stewardship
The incarnation and Jesus, the Son of God

The crucifixion

The resurrection and ascension

Resurrection and life after death

The afterlife and judgement

Heaven and hell

Sin and Salvation

The role of Jesus Christ in Salvation
Christian Practices:

Worship

Prayer

The sacraments: Baptism

The sacraments: Holy Communion

Celebrating Holy Communion: Transubstantiation and Remembrance
Pilgrimage

Celebrating Festivals: Christmas and Easter
The role of the Church in the local community: Food banks and Street Pastors
The place of mission and evangelism

Church Growth

The importance of the worldwide church

Christian persecution

The Church’s response to world poverty 
Buddhist Beliefs:

Birth of the Buddha and life of luxury

Four Sights

Buddha’s ascetic life

Buddha’s Enlightenment

The Dhamma (Teachings)

Dependent arising

Three Marks of Existence

Four Noble Truths

Theravada Buddhism

Mahayana Buddhism

The Arhat and Bodhisattva

Pure Land Buddhism

Buddhist Practices:

Places of worship

How Buddhists worship

Meditation: Samatha and Vipassana

Visualisation of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas

Ceremonies and rituals associated with death and mourning

Wesak and Parinirvana Day

Kamma and rebirth

Compassion (Karuna)

Loving-Kindness (Metta)

Five moral precepts

Six perfections



	Glossary and quotes
 Remember to revise your key words and definitions, especially for questions 1 and 2.

Learn a few quotes as evidence for your answers. See bunting/banners in B3.



	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
BBC Bitesize
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h
There are also revision guides in Teams click on the Classroom link.


	SCIENCE TRIPLE & COMBINED

	Head of Department contact email:  4179kk@mysnhs.net Alternatively, you can email other Science staff via office@mysnhs.net , stating which member of staff the email should be passed on to. 



	Examination Board / Syllabus: AQA

	PPE exam length(s) and papers
Triple Science: Mock exams 
November:  Students will have a full Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and  Physics 1 mock exam. 

March: Students will have a full Biology 2, Chemistry 2 and Biology 2 mock exam.   
Triple Science: Summer Exams

Paper 
Length 
% of GCSE 
Date 
Biology 

 1 

1h 45 min 

50 

12th May 2026

Biology 

 2 

1h 45 min 
50 

8th June 2026

Paper 
Length 
% of GCSE 
Date 
Chemistry 1 

1h 45 min 
50 

18th May 2026

Chemistry 2 

1h 45 min 
50 

12th June 2026

Paper 
Length 
% of GCSE 
Date 
Physics  1 

1h 45 min 
50 

2nd June 2026

Physics  2 

1h 45 min 
50 

15h June 2026



	Topics to be covered in the PPE

Triple Science: Key dates for Science 

November 
Full BIOLOGY 1 MOCK

Full CHEMISTRY 1 MOCK 

Full PHYSICS 1 MOCK 

December 
Mock 1 feedback.  Start planning final round of revision. 

January 
16th Y11 parents’ evening 

January
After school revision sessions start: THURSDAYS in the Science block

February 
Revision should be picking up 

March 
Revision should be full steam now 

March 
Full BIOLOGY 2 MOCK 

Full CHEMISTRY 2 MOCK

Full PHYSICS 2 MOCK

May 
B1, C1 and P1 papers (dates above) 

June 
B2, C2 and P2 papers (dates above) 

August 
GCSE results day 

Triple Science: Exam content 

Exam paper 
Topics 
Revision guide section 
Biology 

 1 

-Cell biology 
-Organisation 
-Infection and response 
-Bioenergetics 
Topics 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Biology 

 2 

-Homeostasis and response -Inheritance, variation and evolution 
-Ecology 
Topics 5, 6 and 7 
Chemistry  1 

-Atomic structure and the periodic table 
-Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
 -Quantitative chemistry 
-Chemical changes 
-Energy changes 
Topics 1,2.3.4 and 5 
Chemistry  2 

-The rate and extent of chemical change 
-Organic chemistry 
-Chemical analysis 
-Chemistry of the atmosphere 
-Using resources 
Topics 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 
Physics  1 

-Energy 
-Electricity 
-Particle model of matter 
-Atomic structure 
Topics 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Physics  2 

-Forces 
-Waves 
-Magnetism and electromagnetism 

- Space
Topics 5, 6, 7 and 8 
Combined Science
Paper 
Length 
% of GCSE 
Date 
Biology 

 1 

1h 15 min 

50 

12th May 2026

Biology 

 2 

1h 15 min 
50 

8th June 2026

Paper 
Length 
% of GCSE 
Date 
Chemistry 1 

1h 15 min 
50 

18th May 2026

Chemistry 2 

1h 15 min 
50 

12th June 2026

Paper 
Length 
% of GCSE 
Date 
Physics  1 

1h 15 min 
50 

2nd June 2026

Physics  2 

1h 15 min 
50 

15h June 2026

Combined Science: Key dates for Science 
November 
Full BIOLOGY 1 MOCK

Full CHEMISTRY 1 MOCK 

Full PHYSICS 1 MOCK 

December 
Mock 1 feedback.  Start planning final round of revision. 

January 
16th Y11 parents’ evening 

January
After school revision sessions start: THURSDAYS in the Science block

February 
Revision should be picking up 

March 
Revision should be full steam now 

March 
Full BIOLOGY 2 MOCK 

Full CHEMISTRY 2 MOCK

Full PHYSICS 2 MOCK

May 
B1, C1 and P1 papers (dates above) 

June 
B2, C2 and P2 papers (dates above) 

August 
GCSE results day 

Combined Science: Mock exams 
November:  Students will have a full Biology 1, Chemistry 1 and  Physics 1 mock exam. 

March: Students will have a full Biology 2, Chemistry 2 and Biology 2 mock exam.   

Combines Science: Exam content 
Exam paper 
Topics 
Revision guide section 
Biology 

 1 

-Cell biology 
-Organisation 
-Infection and response 
-Bioenergetics 
Topics 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Biology 

 2 

-Homeostasis and response -Inheritance, variation and evolution 
-Ecology 
Topics 5, 6 and 7 
Chemistry  1 

-Atomic structure and the periodic table 
-Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
 -Quantitative chemistry 
-Chemical changes 
-Energy changes 
Topics 1,2.3.4 and 5 
Chemistry  2 

-The rate and extent of chemical change 
-Organic chemistry 
-Chemical analysis 
-Chemistry of the atmosphere 
-Using resources 
Topics 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 
Physics  1 

-Energy 
-Electricity 
-Particle model of matter 
-Atomic structure 
Topics 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Physics  2 

-Forces 
-Waves 
-Magnetism and electromagnetism 

Topics 5, 6, and 7



	Glossary

For each of these words you need to know how to spell it, define it and give an example.



	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation
AQA is our exam board. On here you can see key dates as well as access practice questions and access the specifications for the exam. The links for each qualification are here: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
Active revision 
Students often think that reading a revision guide is good revision. Unfortunately, this is unlikely to get them the grade they are capable of in the summer exams. Encourage your child to engage in active revision. For example, they could complete exam questions, make flashcards and test themselves on key words and definitions or make a mind map that summarises the topic. Regular retrieval of information is important so that the knowledge becomes embedded, therefore the struggle of trying to remember something is very effective. 

Supporting your child with Revision 

Revision is vital for all students but it can lead to a great deal of stress and anxiety. We’ve included some tips below for parents/carers: 

· Encourage your child to start revision early. 

· Help your child to be organised by creating and using a revision timetable. 

· Make sure your child is spacing out the different topics over the whole of the revision timetable. 

· Encourage your child to use a revision guide. These are available to purchase from the Science department (all three subjects).

· Ask your child if you can help them to revise: test them on their knowledge, chat to them about their revision over dinner, use flashcards to quiz them. 

· Encourage your child to attend revision sessions. 

· Remind your child that it is not enough just to attend a revision session – they must do their own revision too. 

· Encourage your child to do active revision, rather than just reading the revision guide or textbook. 

· Ensure your child stays healthy: eating well, staying hydrated, has breaks and maintains a work/life balance. 

· My GCSE Science This is the main online resource students should use is: 
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www.my-gcsescience.com
All students have an account with access to online revision for all of the Science topics, as well as revision checklists and advice.
Username: Their school email address
Password: snhs

· [image: image10.png]


Seneca  All students have a Seneca login (through their school email).  They will be very familiar with this resource as they will have used it in class as well as for home learning. There is an app version that is really useful for quick revision that can be accessed anywhere, any when!
               https://app.senecalearning.com/
· BBC Bitesize This site helps to revisit topics and test knowledge at the end. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv

HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv" \h
  

· Get Revising This website allows students to create a revision timetable. They do need to sign up for a free account. 

http://getrevising.co.uk

HYPERLINK "http://getrevising.co.uk/" \h
 
· Study Mind  A really useful website where past exam papers have been split into topic based questions along with answers.

https://studymind.co.uk/resources/
· Physics & Maths Tutor  Not just Physics and Maths!  Access to revision notes and past papers.

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
Revision sessions 

The Science Department will also be supporting your child by offering revision interventions and sessions.  They will focus on exam technique and application of knowledge.  




	WJEC LEVEL 1/2 VOCATIONAL AWARD IN SPORT AND COACHING PRINCIPLES

	Head of Faculty contact email: 4179mr@mysnhs.net

	Examination Board / Syllabus:          WJEC Sport & Coaching Principles 5259QA

	PPE exam length(s) and papers

This will cover Unit 1 – Fitness for Sport

Unit 1: Fitness for Sport Written examination:

1 hour 20 minutes

40% of qualification

80 marks Format:

Short and extended answer questions based around applied situations. Learners will be required to use stimulus material to respond to questions.

This exam will be completed ‘online’ using a chromebook.

	Topics to be covered in the PPE

1. Structure, functions and adaptations to the body’s systems in relation to sport, exercise and physical activity .  The body’s systems covered are: Cardiovascular, Respiratory, Musculo-skeletal and Energy Systems.

1.2 The importance of the components of fitness for different physical activities

1.3 The role of training in achieving improvements in fitness.

 More detail about topics can be found on pages 11-15 of the specification below:

WJEC ENTRY LEVEL FRAMEWORK SPECIFICATION
 

	Glossary – See specification above or Revision Guide. 

	Resources/links to aid revision and preparation

Revision guide – given to the students.

Class booklets – These have structured all of their notes and will help to add detail and examples to the revision guide.  The class booklets and files are the students main form of revision content.

Other sources of revision can come from:

GCSE Physical Education - WJEC - BBC Bitesize – There are WJEC specific resources here which are very  helpful.  It is a mix of text, visuals and video which really will help.

BrianMac Sports Coach – This website can give you some more detail on the topics that we cover.

Teams – All of our Powerpoints for the lessons will be on there for them to look at. Best to select the areas that you felt weakest with and go over those PP’s.

Revision guide – A4 guide provided to them at the start of the year.

Past papers that they will have done x 4.


	Wellbeing tips for revision

	[image: image4.png]Wellbeing tips for revision

Looking after your wellbeing can have a positive impact on how well you do in your exams.
Below are five simple things to bear in mind during revision:

1. Not all stress is bad:

The right amount of stress can motivate you to get revision
done. It can be important to recognise when stress has tipped
over from becoming a motivating force to an overwhelming
emotion.

Signs of overwhelming stress very, but common signs are: feeling
irmitable, feeling overwhelmed, difficuty concentrating, raised
heartrate and breathing. Ifyou feel your stress is overwhelming,
take a break and speak to someane about how you are feelin

2. Sleepis your friend!
1f you sleep well (8-10 hours per night) you are scientifically proven to
retain more of what you are studying and concentrate better.

Try to maintain a consistent getting up time and allow yourself 30 minutes
to unwind before you plan to go to sleep.

3. 30-minute study rule:
No-one can study for six-hours sraight without a break. Trying to do so willincrease your
stress unnecessarily. Break up your time into 30-minute chunks to be most effective
Take micro-breaks after every 30 minutes:stand up, check your phone, isten to a song,
get some food.

4.  Talk about exam nerves:
Feeling stressed and a lttle anxious about exams is normal. Talk to a friend or parent and
share how you are feeling. You might feel better having spoken to someone.

5. Breaks = GOOD. Constant distraction = BAD:
Taking planned breaks is great and will help you remain on task but checking your social media evry 5 minutes is
a sure-fire study fail and might increase your feelings of stress unnecessarily. Research shows that t can take up
10 20 minutes to refocus on a task when you've bee unnecessarily distracted.







	Other tips for revision

	Ways to revise
Ensure you know what you are going to revise

Ensure your revision timetable is specific. What subjects and specific topic areas are you going to revise each day. Your brain is much better at processing information in short bursts, so split topics up into smaller chunks and revise for a longer period of weeks, rather than more hours in a shorter amount of weeks. 

You will be given a week by week timetable before your exams with what topic area to revise in each subject. Use this to guide you to ensure all topic areas are covered. 

Active recall

Don’t just read your notes!

Test yourself. Close your book/ look away from the screen and try and explain the topic out loud as if you are teaching it to someone else. This way your brain has to actually pull out the information, and this will make you remember it for longer. 

[image: image11.png]



Spaced Practice

Spread out your study time. Instead of cramming the night before, give yourself shorter every day or every other. For example, study for 30  minutes, take a break and then return to it later. By revisiting the same topic multiple times across the week, you strengthen your memory and avoid overload.

Vary between low stakes and highs stakes testing

Low Stakes Testing =  Websites and Apps are great for testing basic knowledge, but use with caution as real exams tend to be High Stakes questions! 

High stakes Testing = Past and Sample questions from your exam board) 

Past papers and Mark Schemes. 

They show you exactly how questions are asked and what examiners are looking for. When you try them out, you learn how to manage your time and get used to the style of the exam. Even better, mark your answers honestly and see where you can improve. A variety of past papers and mark schemes are available from the Year 11 GCSE revision google classroom. 

[image: image5.png]



Make it engaging

Revision doesn’t have to be boring. You can use flashcards, draw colorful mind maps, or even turn your notes into a game with friends. If you explain what you’ve learned to someone else, it sticks in your brain much better because teaching forces you to simplify and remember the key points. 
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Blurting

Select your topic and write down everything you know. Once you’re done, grab a different pen and whilst looking through your notes add everything you missed. Repeating this gets it into your brain. (Use whiteboards for this)

Cornell notes

A Cornell sheet is divided into 4 sections: Title, Notes, Key Words/Questions (Cues) and Summary. You take notes in the main section and when you review these you create ‘cues’ down the side and an overall summary of the topic at the bottom. Useful for; condensing large amounts of text into smaller notes. 

Feynman

Read through your notes on the topic, then either to someone or pretend someone is in the room with you explain the topic. 
Revision Guides

Use the checklists at the start of the revision books, RAG rate them. Start on the red topics and work through each topic area using mind maps, flash cards, blurting, feynman etc. 
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Flash cards

Read through a topic area. Then write a question on the front of the flash card. Flip the flash card over and write an answer. Use these to then test your knowledge. 
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Mind maps are not the same as blurting! Mind mapping is learning content whilst engaging with a video or reading notes/ text book. Make sure your mind map is focused and not too broad (e.g. not MacBeth but more specific such as - How does Lady Macbeth present as a powerful woman). 

When you are writing the key concepts you 

Once your mind map is complete, turn it over and try to recall the points you have written down, including the important connections. Once you have done this, turn it back over and highlight any points that you missed. Go back to the video you were watching or the text book you were reading and go back over the concepts you forgot. 
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Transforming notes

Rewrite or condense notes into your own words 

DRIP Sheets
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Direct revision invested by parents. Get parents to test you using revision resources provided by subjects. Revise the key topics and get your parents, siblings, friends to test you using the DRIP sheet questions. 

Maths 

Maths Genie - Grade specific questions and answers for Edexcel papers

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.php 

Maths Genie - past papers 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.php 

5 a day Maths questions and solutions

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/ 

MME maths revision

https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-maths-revision/edexcel/ 

MME Maths worksheets

https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-maths-revision/edexcel/ 

MME Maths past papers and mark schemes

https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-maths-revision/gcse-maths-past-papers/edexcel-gcse-maths-past-papers/ 

Cognito Maths 

Foundation paper videos, quizzes and past papers 

https://cognitoedu.org/courseoverview/m2-gcse-edexcel-f/lessons 

Higher paper videos, quizzes and past papers 

https://cognitoedu.org/courseoverview/m2-gcse-edexcel-h/lessons 

SPARX Maths 

https://sparxmaths.com/ 

Predicted papers 

https://www.primrosekitten.com/collections/predicted-papers?srsltid=AfmBOoqFPLmdlgXFU7j9AdKYH-6jPZdlcjnBeoqAnWEyxf5GL0cf9Mw2 

Science

‘Educake’ (www.educake.co.uk), for practicing science quizzes related to key content. Students have been given a login from their teachers. 

‘Seneca learning’ (www.senecalearning.com) 

Youtube has a number of channels which feature high quality short videos produced by education professionals which provide explanations of key content in each module, I recommend:

https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/@fuseschool/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons/playlists 

BBC bitesize (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h) also provides a good summary of the key content for students to work through
Online resource breaking down topics into smaller manageable chunks with questions and the option for simpler explanations

https://gizmo.ai/ 
Online science ready made flashcards

https://www.brainscape.com/subjects/GCSE%20AQA%20COMBINED%20SCIENCE 

Online science revision, notes, quizzes, past paper questions and mark schemes

https://flashrevisionlab.com/ 

English 

English literature lecture videos and notes on Inspector calls, Christmas Carol, Jekyll and Hyde, Macbeth.

https://massolit.io/subjects/english-literature 

English literature and language notes, questions and quizzes 

https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free&Exam+Board=AQA&Subject=English+Language&Subject=English+Literature&Age+Group=GCSE 

You tube channels 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff 

https://www.youtube.com/MrSallesTeachesEnglish 

Past paper notes and questions

https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/ 

English hacks, breakdowns and must know tips

https://thelightuphub.com/free-lessons-register
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Cornell notes template
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